Website Reliability Activity


Objective: In this activity, you will decide what factors make a website reliable or unreliable. 

Do you believe everything you read on the Internet? You shouldn’t. 

DISCLAIMER: These websites are not maintained by ElementaryLibrarian.com and should be previewed before using them with students.
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What To Do:

1. Visit the websites listed below. Are they reliable? Why or why not?

a. Look for the site’s author. Is there a way to contact him/her?

b. Look at the web address. Does it seem legitimate? 
c. Try to find the last time the site was updated.

2. Create a list of at least 5 reliability rules. What things should you look for on a website? What are clues that a website may not be reliable?

Websites:

	New Hartford, MN
	http://descy.50megs.com/NewHartford/newhtfd.html

	The White House
	http://whitehouse.gov1.info/ and   http://whitehouse.gov

	The Pacific NW Tree Octopus
	http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/

	Dog Island
	http://www.thedogisland.com/index.html

	Mankato, MN
	http://www.mankato-mn.gov/   and   http://city-mankato.us/

	Republic of Molossia
	http://www.molossia.org/countryeng.html

	Christopher Columbus Bio
	http://allaboutexplorers.com/explorers/columbus/


Take notes on each website on the back of this sheet. List your reliability rules under your notes.

Website Notes

	New Hartford, MN
	

	The White House
	

	The Pacific NW Tree Octopus
	

	Dog Island
	

	Mankato, MN
	

	Republic of Molossia
	

	Christopher Columbus Bio
	


Reliability Rules

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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